
 
Opposing Viewpoints Resource Center 

 
The Opposing Viewpoints Resource Center is a database available through the Multnomah 
County Library with a library card.  It provides background material, essays, news and statistics 
on a wide variety of social issues such as genetic engineering, censorship, endangered species, 
and terrorism.   It also includes biographies of social activists, court cases, profiles of government 
agencies, and links to web sites.  
 
Use this database to find: 
 

• Pro and Con arguments about a social issue  
• Background material on the topic 
• Statistics 
• Profiles of people and organizations involved in issues 
• Suggestions for analyzing and evaluating the information you find 
• Tools to organize and present your information 

 
How do I get to the Opposing Viewpoints Resource Center? 

1. Start at the Multnomah County Library web site: www.multcolib.org 
2. Click on the Homework Center link 
3. Click on the link at Homework databases 
4. Click on Social issues (Opposing Viewpoints) 
5. Type in your Multnomah County Library card number and PIN. (Your PIN is usually the 

last 4 digits of your telephone number.) 
 
 
 

 
 
 

http://www.multcolib.org/


Starting your research: 
 
You can begin your research in two different ways:   

• Choose a topic listed in the right half of the screen.  (be sure to scroll down to see the 
entire list) 

o Click on the topic.  
• Do a search.  Type a term or terms in the search box.  

o Don’t like the results? Click on “Help,” “Search Tips,” and then “Tips to Searching 
This Collection” to learn about the Subject Guide and Advanced search types.  

 
 
The next screen will show the results of your search. 
 
Clicking on each of the tabs will display a different kind of resource.    

• “Viewpoints” contains essays from a variety of perspectives.  
• “Reference” contains overviews of the topic.  
• “Magazines” contains recent articles from popular magazines on the topic. 
• “Academic Journals” contains recent articles from scholarly journals (peer-reviewed) 

on the topic. 
• “News” contains recent articles from newspapers on the topic. 
• “Primary Sources” contains excerpts from court cases, laws, or other original material.   
• “Statistics” has charts, tables, and numerical information.  
• “Multimedia” has audio files and transcripts from radio broadcasts on the topic. 
• “Websites” includes a list of web sites by organizations working on the issue.  

 

 
 
To view an essay or article, click on the title.  
 
 



 
 
 InfoMark is the persistent url for the article you are viewing. 
 Print the article by clicking on the Print icon.  
 Email it to yourself, or to someone else. 
 Download it to your home computer.  
 
Dictionary:  Helps you learn the meaning of a word, name or location. In addition to a  
standard dictionary, it also includes a biographical dictionary to look up people, and a 
geographical dictionary to look up places. 
 
 
Putting it all together into a paper. 
 
Toolbox:  The Toolbox has useful tips about putting all the information together into a great 
paper! 
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