
 
World News Digest 

 
What is World News Digest? 
This database, published by Facts On File World News Digest, provides information about 
events, issues, statistics and people since 1940. It includes maps, photographs, historic 
documents and overviews of key issues, newsmakers and events. News stories from the 
Reuters news service are updated hourly. Other content is updated weekly.   

 
How do I get to World News Digest? 

1. Start at the Multnomah County Library web site: www.multcolib.org 
2. Click on the Homework Center link 
3. Click on the link at Homework databases 

 

 
 

4. Scroll down to Current Events (World News Digest) and click. 
5. Type in your Multnomah County Library card number and PIN. (Your PIN is usually the 

last 4 digits of your telephone number.) 
 
You will get to a screen that is divided into two frames, like the one below.  The bigger frame on 
the right features an in-depth examination of current issues, along with links to recent events. In 
addition, you can choose to review the Special Features and Research Topics.  The Special 
Features include Country Profiles, Historic Documents, newspaper editorials and cartoons, 
profiles of Newsmakers and more. The tabs at the top of the frame link to encyclopedia and 
almanac searches, as well as curriculum tools that will help you pursue your research. 

 
The frame on the left allows you to search for your topic by keyword.  You can also choose to 
read the top news stories for each year from 1940 to the present, or you can search by country 
or issue.  
 

http://www.multcolib.org/


 
 
 
To search for your topic: 

 Click in the search box. 
 Type your topic in the box. If you are searching for a phrase, put it in quotation marks 

(for example, "oil spill").  
 If you want to limit your search to include only articles where your topic words 

appear in the title, click the box next to “Search Title Text Only.”  
 If you are only interested in articles that appeared between certain dates, you 

can choose those dates in the Optional Date Range boxes. 
 Click the “Go” button or press Enter. 

 
You now have a list of articles about your topic, starting with the most recent.  The articles are 
tabbed and organized by type:  News Articles, Analysis & Background, and Reference Shelf. 
 
• News Digest Articles are from the Facts On File World News Digest 
• Breaking News – Reuters is an hourly news feed from the Reuters news service. 
• Analysis & Background articles come from the various Special Features content available 

from the database’s first page.   
• Reference Shelf articles come from The World Almanac and The World Almanac 

Encyclopedia.   
 



 
 

 
 Click on the name of any article to review it. 

 

 
 
The article is on the right side of the page. On the left side of the page are links to related 
articles: 
 



 
 
Scroll down to the bottom for citation information and a Record URL for this article.  When you 
type or copy the Record URL into the address line on a computer and hit Enter, this article will 
appear (as long as you are logged in with your library card number and PIN). 

 
 
 

 If you wish to return to the list of articles, click on your browser's back button. 



 If you'd like to return to the search screen to do a new search, click on the icon 
shaped like a house in the upper right corner.  You can also type in a new 
keyword(s) in the search box.  

 To print an article, click on the printer icon. 
 To email an article, click the envelope icon. 
 Saving items in a Folder will allow you to retrieve them later. 

 

 
 
 
 
Curriculum Tools can help direct your research (there’s stuff for your teacher too!): 
 

 
 
 
Scavenger Hunt 
 
• Find an article from 1963 about President Kennedy. 
• Using the Special Features section, find a photo of the aftermath of Hurricane Katrina. 
• See what the top news stories were on or near the day you were born. 
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